Am I called to be single?

Brad Beier
A few thoughts from one Christian’s perspective and other helpful quotes 

for who wrestle with dating and remaining single.
1. Singles will face problems (temptation, loneliness, depression, wondering “why”), so singles will face problems, but singleness is not the problem.  So don’t feel like a misfit just because you happen to be single.  Married people: beware of what you subtly think, say, and do to perpetuate this myth that singleness is equivalent to oddness.

2. If singleness is not necessarily a problem, then marriage is not necessarily a solution.   A selfish person could stay single because they don’t want to sacrifice for another just as easily as marry because he or she wants someone else to sacrifice for them.  Many married people are very lonely, very unhappy, very discontent—many are without Christ, the only perfectly faithful friend.

3. Single Christians are just as complete as married Christians.  Consult Paul.  Refer to Jesus, the most complete human to ever, yet he had no place to lay his head, not even a woman’s shoulder, as one writer puts it.   Jesus was a virgin.

4. The calling & gifting for singleness may be temporary or it may be life-long.   God called me to be single for 24 years, then he called me to marry.     In the same way, God could call and give the grace of celibacy to any married person who became single if their spouse died or left.

5. Singleness doesn’t = faithfulness to God’s calling.   1. God may want you married & you’re resisting.  2. You may spend the majority of your free time, not to mention your time at school, work, & church, looking for that special someone, to the neglect of serving the needs of others.  

3. If you marry, the quantity of time for ministry might decrease but the quality may be enhanced.

6.  Waiting might mean dating.  What I mean is that trusting God doesn’t = inactive idleness.

G. Campbell Morgan  Waiting for God is not laziness. Waiting for God is not sleeping. Waiting for God is 

not the abandonment of effort. Waiting for God means, 1st, activity under command; 2nd, readiness 

for any new command that may come; 3rd, the ability to do nothing until the command is given.   

Jesus never answered our questions about the right way to do relationships in terms of dating/courting 

   but by addressing the broader issue of the right way to live life in His Kingdom.

While waiting for Mr. or Ms. Right to come along, keep on living.  Living for Christ.


The biblical term “waiting” is often parallel to seeking, ala, Seeking 1st the KoG.


And as we wait, as we seek God, the promise is that all things we need will be added unto us.

Mark 10:29  I tell you the truth, Jesus replied, no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive 100 times as much 

in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, fields—and with them, persecutions) 

and in the age to come, eternal life.     

The church becomes a family which supports singles.  This resurrection community is like a new family, full of spiritual mothers and fathers and sisters and brothers and children.  No sacrifice is too great for the single Christian, because the resurrection community and the resurrection hope are rich with reward.    The empty tomb of Christ gives life and hope to the lonely heart.

Margaret Clarkson's personal statement of submission and strength before the sovereignty of God:

Through no fault or choice of my own, I am unable to express my sexuality in the beauty and intimacy of Christian marriage, as God intended when he created me a sexual being in his own image…

Since I am now in my 60's I think that my experience of what this means is valid.  I want to go on record as having proved that for those who are committed to do God's will, his commands are his enablings. . . .my whole being cries out continually for something I may not have….As a Christian I have no choice but to obey God, cost what it may. I must trust him to make it possible for me to honor him in my singleness.  That this is possible, a mighty cloud of witnesses will join me to attest.  Multitudes of single Christians in every age and circumstance have proved God's sufficiency in this matter. He has promised to meet our needs and he honors his word. If we seek fulfillment in him, we shall find it….I believe in the sovereignty of God, and I accept my singleness from his hand…. As his child, I must trust his love and wisdom.

