the week’s most segregated hour?

11:00 Sunday morning has been called the most segregated hour of the week.  

We want to break that pattern in two ways: 

1) We meet at 11:30am

2) We want to be a community of unity; not uniformity, but unity in diversity.  With one heart & mind, praising & loving God & with patience & humility, loving & serving one another.  

paid to go to church?

In 2003, Bishop Fred Caldwell of Greenwood Acres Full Gospel Baptist Church in Shreveport, LA offered $5 per hour for any white person to attend his black church, & $10 an hour on Thursday nights.

Some of you are thinking, “That’s a shame, to have to pay white folk to attend a black church.” Others are thinking, “Where did you say that church was? I might have to visit.”

Caldwell said, "This is not about $5. It is a way to force people in this community to take a good look at ourselves & begin to change."  This bishop was serious about reconciliation & change. So was the apostle Paul.
a reformation of reconciliation

Many people know that Paul wrote deep theology.  But why?

The apostle Paul was dealing with ethnic division & class & racial tension when he wrote Romans, 1 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, & Philemon.  
Paul wrote theology to combat racism & segregation in his congregations.  Paul preached what we call Reformation truth, salvation by grace through faith, because He was calling for Reconciliation—uniting very different people by grace through faith.
separate but equal 
is still not good enough

In his letter to the Ephesian church, Paul told Jews & Gentiles, who were as different as night & day culturally & religiously, that through Jesus Christ, they both had “equal access to God.”  
Gentiles, formerly foreigners, are now friends & even family members with Israel in the true Church of God.  In our time, in our city, there are so many ethnicities & races, but if we are sons & daughters of God through faith in Christ, then we are brothers & sisters in Him.
The apostle continues in Ephesians 2 to remind us that we are in this “together”: we are literally, 
“citizens together” of heaven;

“joined together,” like muscle to bone; 

“built together” like a house’s bricks & mortar;

“heirs together” of 1, not a divided inheritance; “members together” of the same body (where my toes go to worship, my nose goes too; parts so different, yet so similar [both smell!]); 
& “sharers together” of the promise in Christ.
Hostility divinely turned into hospitality.  

Alienation has ended & reconciliation is accomplished in Christ. 

That’s the reality. We are family.  Now the question is, will we start acting like it?    
We are truly equal before God. How can we then in truth remain separate from each other?
The early church was a mosaic of different cultures, often meeting in one congregation.  Chromosomes, color, & class did not bring those communities together. But neither did they keep the believers of those communities apart.
Is it worth the trouble?

One church leader says,

“Black Christians fear losing the last truly African-American institution: the church, where they receive spiritual encouragement & empowering, a context for leadership to develop, public policy to be advanced, keeping or reaching the youth for Christ…
In the face of the serious moral crisis of black family break-down, drugs, & crime, ‘reconciliation’ seems like a strange diversion of precious energy & resources to a cause with little chance of success.”

Weaving your life with the lives of others who are very different is not easy, but like anything of value, the cost is worth the result.  
Our history in America is full of tragic stories of racism, pain, & feelings now of “do you know how hard it would be to worship with them?”

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said in his Letter From a Birmingham Jail, about the early church, 
“In those days the church was not merely a thermometer that recorded the ideas & principles of popular opinion; it was a thermostat that transformed the mores of society. 
Whenever the early Christians entered a town the power structure got disturbed & immediately sought to convict them for being "disturbers of the peace" & "outside agitators." 
But they went on with the conviction that they were "a colony of heaven," & had to obey God rather than man. They were small in number but big in commitment.”
What does a colony of heaven look like?  Heaven is full of every tribe, tongue, family, and nation.  Churches are to be mirrors of heaven, thermometers of heaven & thermostats on earth.  

Easy? No. Possible? Yes. Why?  Jesus prayed for it.
Jesus’ final prayer
John 17:21
That they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, & I in you, that they also may be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
Jesus’ prayers are always answered. His final prayer was that His followers would be one, and so they are. But Christians prove & confirm their real identity when they unite in love and truth, and Jesus said, that is even how the world would believe that Jesus is the Chosen and Sent One of the Father.

And so we on a divided earth join Jesus, who is in heaven with the one church of the many ages made of all types of people, and pray, 

“Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
Our hope at 

  Bethel Christian Church is
  to embody & embrace grace & truth 

  in a world of exclusion & confusion   

  & to build bridges of understanding,    

  partnership, & hope 

  between us who live 



  in close proximity yet worlds apart.
  We still believe the Bible is true, but that   

  doesn’t mean that we look down on those  

  who don’t, for we even believe the parts  

  about loving your neighbor & enemies.

  We believe that what we believe should  

  translate into what we do in public & 
  private, in our society & in our own souls.

  We’re of many races & backgrounds, 
  but we’re learning to live & love as 

  one people of God.

      Whoever who are, 

       we welcome you!


                      2 locations
Chicago north:

4901 W Berenice Ave, 
Portage Park
10:00 am Sunday worship
Chicago south:

59th & Woodlawn, 
Hyde Park
11:30 am Sunday worship
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