Jesus partied with prostitutes
Jesus was rightly accused of eating with “tax collectors, prostitutes & sinners” & the religious snobs called Him a gluttonous drunkard.  He subverted the proud powers, for He came to call the most despised, excluded, & oppressed, & He left the judgment-junkies wallowing in their own smug self-satisfaction.

Those who don’t welcome sinners don’t welcome Jesus, who pulled up a seat right next to the most offensive & reckless.  He fellowships with those He forgives. 
Ironically, when they asked Him, “Why are you eating with sinners?” the reason was that the sinners had invited Him to party & not just the other way around.  He wasn’t celebrating their sin, but they were celebrating His infectious, holy love, truth, His power to heal & serve.
Some avoid church because it’s full of hypocrites.  Ours isn’t.  We actually are about two-thirds full and have room for a few more.  So come join us.  

He comes to us in our sin, but won’t let us stay in our sin.  And He won’t let us stay away from sinners either.   Jesus partied with sinners like us.  And there’s an invitation still open for you.

   See Luke 5:27-32
Jesus had a couple of drinks with a swinger

Jesus, wandering off intentionally onto the wrong side of the tracks met a woman at a well with no one else around.  If you’ve ever read the Bible you might remember that wells are where Jewish boys often met their dream girls.

But Jesus was not looking at her as an object to meet His own need—she had been used enough—married five times (most women today give up after one or two, right girls?) & shacking-up with number six. Jesus asked her for a drink of water, then told her that He was able to return the favor by quenching her parched soul forever.

This man’s honesty stripped her soul bare but His intentions were so pure that she willingly offered to Him her tainted & abused heart.  
She found what no spouse, partner, or soul-mate can offer, what no encounter, whether friendly or erotic, in whatever gender-bender combination can provide:

The Love honest enough to dig up her dirt, patient enough to endure her issues, powerful enough to change her into what she was meant to be. The Love true enough to meet her where she was but not leave her there.  Are you thirsty?
See John 4
ever met a humble fundamentalist?
Today, ideas like fundamentalism, truth & authority reek of power, intolerance, control & violence. 

But can you imagine an authority bent on serving, rather than enslaving?  It all depends on what the fundamental is.  Jesus’ great charge was “love one another as I have loved you.” The truth He embodies is humility & sacrifice for others. Truth in love, never divorced.  Power to give, not take.
To speak truth claims is neither harmful nor hateful if those claims are first upon the speaker to be sacrificial & humble, to serve even one who completely disagrees. 
Jesus, on the night He was betrayed by those “in power,” knowing that all authority in heaven & on earth had been given to Him, took off His outer garment, took up a towel & basin, &  washed His disciples’ feet, setting an example as Master that all His pupils are privileged to follow.  Then He gave His life for His friends & said of those pinning Him to the wood with the spikes, “Father, forgive them.” 
He believed so strongly in the truth, that He died for it—& for those who disagreed & disbelieved.  That’s a different kind of fundamental truth.

Do you agree?  Do you believe?
        See John 13
Our hope at 

  Bethel Christian Church is
to embody & embrace grace & truth 

in a world of exclusion & confusion   

& to build bridges of understanding, partnership, & hope 

between us who live 



in close proximity yet worlds apart.

  We still believe the Bible is true, but that   

  doesn’t mean that we look down on those  

  who don’t, for we even believe the parts  

  about loving your neighbor & enemies.

  We believe that what we believe should  

  translate into what we do in public & 

  private, in our society & in our own souls.

  We’re of many races & backgrounds, 

  but we’re learning to live & love as 

  one people of God.


Whoever who are, 

 we welcome you!


2 locations
Chicago north:

4901 W Berenice Ave, Portage Park
10:00 am Sunday worship
Chicago south:

59th & Woodlawn, 
Hyde Park
11:30 am Sunday worship

  for more information

announcements

sermons

www.Bethelcc.net
708-280-8779
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