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standing silenced before 
the justice & mercy of GOD


Romans 3:19 That every mouth may be stopped
Romans chapter 3 teaches that the Law and ways of God are sufficient to shut our mouths from

1. Boasting of our own goodness

2. Excusing ourselves or objecting against the guilt we bear and punishment we deserve

The point: God would be just in eternally punishing every sinner

Two points to ponder:
1. Man’s sinfulness

2. God’s sovereignty

1.  Man’s sinfulness:

The more we are obliged to obey, honor, or love someone, the greater the crime is of disobeying, disrespecting, or hating him.

God is infinitely lovely, great, and glorious; His authority over us is infinite and we are absolutely, always dependent upon Him.

So sin against God violates our infinite obligations to Him and is therefore a crime infinitely atrocious and deserving of infinite punishment.

1 Samuel 2:25 “If one man sins against another, the [human] judge shall judge him; but if a man sins against the LORD, who shall plead for him?”
Any sin against God, however small it seems to any man, is an infinite offense.   If someone objects and says: “Don’t call me a sinner—I’m not that bad—and the things I do are part of my nature—I can’t help it”…this person contradicts and exposes himself, because he regularly accuses other men of great wrongs against him—he blames others, assuming that they can help themselves—so why can’t he?

2.  God’s sovereignty:
God rules and reigns as He pleases—He is not obliged to keep men from sinning—if He were, then all of His commands, laws, threats, and promises, would be meaningless, for then God, not man, would be subject to the law.

When men sin, God has a right to decide whether he will redeem them or not, and how He will do it, and whom He will redeem.  It is absurd for  creatures to presume to hold the Creator responsible for redeeming any, much less all, of men.  Rather, men alone are responsible for their own destiny. 

Application:

1. Just look at yourself:  consider your own life,


in light of God’s mercy.  
God sends the sun to shine on you, yet you use its light to serve your own sin and Satan’s schemes.  God puts breath and food and drink in you, only for you to spend your strength from them in opposing God and doing it your own way.
God gives you one day out of seven to meet with His people and worship Him, but how often have you used that day to do whatever you wanted, or you go into God’s house, pretending to enjoy His company, but your mind races with the most embarrassing thoughts and plans and is entertained with the most trivial drivel?

Look at how you treat others: wanting revenge and rejoicing when “they get what they had coming” or even if they don’t deserve it, you’re still happy when they fall, as long as you can get ahead.
Do a home inspection.  How readily do you obey your parents when deep down you know they’re right?  How quickly do you forgive your spouse or change your own selfish plans to serve them when they’re in need or simply asking for a simple kindness?  Have you raised your children to love the Lord above all things, which is the most loving way to raise kids, or have you taught them by neglect of teaching or your own example that the world is good enough to settle for?
Look at how much you love the world and how little you love God.  You have sold your own soul to gain the world—the eternal soul for the passing world.  Don’t take this the wrong way—take it for the truth that it tells—you’re a mere earth worm.  You’re never happier and only happy when you’re buried in the earth, surrounded by and consuming the things of the world.
Take a good look at yourself and answer this: After all you’ve done and not done, is God obligated to show you mercy?

Can you even open your mouth and claim how well you’ve kept your religion or tried to do your best?  Doesn’t this incriminate you that you really don’t “know thyself” very well after all?

2. You get what you deserve.  If God should eternally reject or even destroy you, wouldn’t this just be exactly what you’ve lived for?  Eye for an eye?  Tooth for a tooth?  If God should give you Hell, you’d only get what you lived for, you’d be dealt exactly according to your own dealing.  If you live like Hell, why shouldn’t you die like Hell?  You reap what you sow. 
Psalm 18:25-27 “To the faithful you show yourself faithful, to the blameless you show yourself blameless, to the pure you show yourself pure, but to the crooked, you show yourself shrewd [literally “crooked”].  You save the humble but bring low those whose eyes are haughty.” 

I.  God eternally casting you off 

is surely no worse than 


you rejecting God
1) You never rejoiced in God’s happiness—why should God be obliged to care for your happiness? You haven’t loved God’s glory, but you’ve loved your sins which dishonor God’s name—why should God concern himself with your welfare?

2) You have ignored God—why should he be attentive you to and your eternity?  Even if you fear hell and weep for your safety, is that worthy enough for God to even give you a moment’s attention because you can cry when you’re in danger, when at the same time, you’ve never shed a tear for God’s honor?
3) Why should God mercifully save you when you’ve been so ungrateful for the mercies He’s already given you?

He’s watched over you, pursued you with mercy all the days of your life, yet you run from Him into the arms of sin.  He’s healed you from sickness and preserved you from life-ending accidents when if you had died, you’d have gone to eternal punishment and separation from Him. He preserves you through the night and awakens you in the morning, but you rise only to go to your daily trade—sinning against Him.  

After all this, should you find fault with God, not only that He doesn’t give you more mercy, but quarrel with Him because He may not give you infinite mercy?

4) You have willingly sided with Satan in opposing God by your thoughts and lifestyle—why should He not punish you?  You’ve voluntarily given yourself over into Satan’s hands—why shouldn’t God give you over into Satan’s hands?  Why shouldn’t God justly say to you when you cry for help, “Go to the gods which you have chosen”? Judges 10:14
5) How often have you refused to follow God’s call —why should He listen to your call to Him?  God calls you because He loves you—when you call on Him, is it not merely because you love yourself?  
God says “Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no man paid attention …they shall call on me, but I will not answer.” Proverbs 1:24
6) Don’t you encourage yourself to sin against God on the very basis that God will show you mercy if you seek it after you finish sinning?  Cannot God be excused from showing mercy to such flagrant and presumptuous people?  Is He free, as God, to show mercy to whom He will, or is He bound to give it at our whim, in our time, when we’re good and well finished our sins… for the time being, at least? 
Is God forced to not only show mercy to such sinners, but also to forgive all their crimes, adopt them into His family, take them into His house, and let them dwell with Him forever in His holy presence enjoying glorious riches?
There’s something especially revolting about taking advantage of God’s mercy like this.  
Romans 2:3-5 warns us: “Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, patience, and longsuffering, not knowing that God’s kindness leads you to repentance? But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God.”

Here’s how it should be: the more mercy God gives you, the more you should love and obey Him.  

Here’s how it truly is: knowing how much mercy God shows you encourages you to become a greater sinner.

7) Do you now begin to see how just God is to oppose you?  He is your Creator, your sovereign King, and your Judge, and you are without excuse.

II.  God rejecting you is surely no worse 
than your treatment of Christ
God would have been just to cast you off forever without offering any help.  But he’s not done that—He provided a Savior for sinners, even His own Son, even salvation by His death, even death on a cross!
Should you call God unjust when He’s repeatedly offered Christ as Savior and you have not taken hold of Him?  Would a drowning man blame his rescuer when he continued to refuse help until he was good and ready?

But you might say, 

“I am willing that Christ should be my Savior.”

What do you mean by that?

1) There’s a huge difference between a willingness not to be eternally punished and being willing to receive Christ as Savior and Lord.  You can love deliverance and have no love for the Deliverer. 
2) God will not force you to love Christ—He wants your own love, your own obedience.

Are you really willing?
1) How can you be willing to accept a Savior when you don’t really believe that you deserve the punishment and danger that He says you face?  

If you don’t deserve to eternally pay the heavy price for sins, then an offer of atonement for such penalty is an imposition, an nuisance to you.  The offer of someone paying for your crime implies that you are a criminal, a charge that you don’t accept very quickly.

If a judge sentences a man to the death penalty, but the man does not believe he deserves to die, and if the judge at the eleventh hour before the execution offers him a gracious pardon, the condemned man would not see this as grace, but as what he deserved all along.  The word grace sounds like an insult to his ears.

2) Are you really convinced that Christ alone is sufficient for your salvation?  Don’t you think that you could get by on your own or with just a little help?  When faced with judgment of your own sins, what’s your first response—to fall at Christ’s feet, or to bargain with God?  To remind him that you’ll be better or that you’ve done some good things that should count for something.
3)   Do you ever convince yourself that maybe Christ 


would never accept the likes of you?  This is 
doubting His promise that He will receive any who 
come.  This is doubting His faithfulness to save 
those who call on His name.  How can you say you 
willingly trust Him when you don’t take Him at 
His word?

4)   You are not willing that your own goodness be 
negated from the equation, put aside, counted as nothing.  All your hard work must count for something, right?  All those prayers, all those trips to church?  All the nice things you’ve done for people (or at least the good things you intended to do).
You stand guilty before God before He ever offers mercy.  But once mercy is offered, and offered most clearly and costly in the giving of God’s Son, how much more do you deserve judgment for rejecting Christ and His narrow way to salvation!

To reject the Savior is especially heinous because:

1) He offers such great benefits in saving you and delivers you from such great wickedness and punishment.

2) His way of saving you was so costly, enduring such torment at the hands of His enemies.  
Demons have never rejected such a great mercy—they’ve never been offered any mercy at all—but you have been offered, and you have disdained it.

III.  God casting you off is no worse 
than the way you treat other people

1) You’ve opposed the salvation of other people—because they were too undeserving.  You’ve been like the older brother who could not bear the joyous welcome that his father gave the prodigal son.  You have not just cringed when your enemies are offered mercy, but even those whom you’ve never met but you deem “unworthy.”  And God shows mercy to you, both undeserving and his enemy, deserving the opposite of mercy!
You expect God to blot out and wipe away all your faults, but if He shows mercy to others, you object and rake up all their old faults that you can think of, mounting piles of reasons for Him not to show mercy to them.

2) You’ve promoted the destruction of many people.  

How?  By setting a bad example, by speaking maliciously, or simply being so trivial that eternal things seem like an eternity away and unimportant, by leading or inciting people to sin, by subtly sinning in society at large, by letting people sin without a loving rebuke, by letting people suffer without a loving act of kindness.  You neglect to teach the ways of the Lord to your children or others under your example, which simply teaches them to ignore God, or you teach them by example to so love the world that they despise of the Lord.  You care for people’s bodies and external appearance and neglect the eternal soul.  You give bread to eat but deny them the Bread of Life.
IV.  God rejecting you eternally 

is no worse than your own 

treatment of yourself
1) You’ve been so careless of your own salvation. Neither duty to God or love for Him, nor love to your own soul could induce you to do even small things for your eternal welfare.  And do you still expect God to do great and mighty and merciful things for it?

2) You’ve not only neglected your soul, but willfully taken direct paths to destroy yourself.  
You cannot plead ignorance: God told you that your own path would lead to destruction.  He gave you light and you closed your eyes.  If you drink poison that God has labeled as “deadly,” who can you blame but yourself if you drink that poison and die?  If God mercifully warns you and authoritatively commands you not to run to the fire, who will you blame if you stay on your present course and are burnt?
You might object:
”God shows mercy to others who are worse than I am.”
1) That does not prove that God is bound to show you mercy, or to them, for that matter.  
God could justly deny mercy to any sinner.  He always rightly pays us our wages—death is the proper payment for sin.  If God gives mercy to some, that does not prove that he is bound to bestow it on any.  If He is bound to show mercy to none, then why must He show it to you?

2) Does not God have the right to give grace to whom He pleases, just as a man has to his own money?  

If you give a gift to your neighbor, do all the rest of your neighbors knock on your door demanding that you owe them just as much as you gave the other man?  

The bottom line is this: men have low thoughts of God and high thoughts of themselves, so they say that God has little right to dispense grace as He will, but that we have every right to do so with ours.

3) God may justly show greater respect to others than to 

you, for you have shown greater respect to others 

than to God.  
You have often chosen to offend God 
rather than men.   God only shows greater respect to others who are your equals, than to you; but you have shown greater respect to those who are infinitely inferior to God, than to Him.  You have honored Satan more than God in many ways.
You have placed your greatest affections on worthless, trivial things and given no respect to God’s glorious value.  Why shouldn’t He place His love on others more than you?

But you might object and complain about God decrees.

“Why would God decree things like this?”

Why blame God for His decrees, which are nothing but good?  God’s eternal decree does not change your responsibility one iota.  How little God would care for His creation if He would create it and then let it run at random, without intervening and ordering it so that all things work for His grand and good purposes?


His decrees are just and good—will you fall in line with them and find infinite joy and purpose or go against the grain of their unstoppable momentum and find endless frustration and defeat?

What if I find this doctrine discouraging?

Listen to Samuel’s speech to the children of Israel when they were terrified by the thunder and rain, as their guilt stared them in the face: “Fear not; you’ve done all this wickedness, yet do not turn away from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart.”

The Sunrise of Mercy scatters the darkness of Judgment
You were ungrateful for past mercies, yet God not only continued those mercies, but granted unspeakably greater mercies still.  You refused to hear when God called you, yet God heard you when you called.  You have neglected your own salvation, but God has not neglected it.

If the thought of being justly and forever cast off by God makes you discouraged, then remember that it is just as just of God to save you in and through Christ.  Romans 3:25-26 tells us that God set forth Christ as an atoning sacrifice for us, “so that He might be just and the justifier of those who believe in Jesus.”  
It is an infinitely greater thing, earth-shaking, that Christ should die rather than for you and all humanity eternally burn.  Don’t let discouragement keep you from seeking mercy—there is enough mercy in Christ for the likes of you and me.  He will never turn away a needy, broken sinner knocking at the door of His mercy.  Come, eat and drink!  Buy mercy at no cost—the price has been paid in His blood.
His mercies are new every morning—come to Him daily.

His mercies pursue you all the days of your life—slow down 


in your rebellious running and let them overtake you.

His mercies lead you to repentance—take His hand and 


follow Him from death to life.

Would God be just or glorious in showing mercy to you for any reason other than Christ’s account?  In Christ alone is mercy full and free, but mercy surely is full and free in Him.
Would your ocean of sin be evaporated by the small match-flame of your good deeds, meager prayers, and religious attempts?  Only the blazing Son of righteousness can rise and drink up all the sin that fills God’s universe, and only He will receive the honor as His work of atonement shines brighter and more glorious than all the stars’ light harnessed and magnified together.  
Let your questions and confusion become confessions of 
your unworthiness and His great mercy.

Let your balking give way to bowing low before Him.

Let your accusations turn to acclamations of our God.

Let your pride yield to the praise of His glorious grace.
“That you may remember and be confounded, and
never open your mouth anymore because of your shame, when I provide you an atonement for all you have done," says the LORD God.”  Ezekiel 16:63



		Have you ever thought:





“I cannot believe in a God of judgment, but only of love.”


“Isn’t God unfair to punish some sinners and save others?”  ???  











� Condensed and adapted from Jonathan Edwards sermon 


The Justice of God in the Damnation of Sinners.





Summary of the Summary 


J. Edwards Sermon�: God would be just in eternally punishing every sinner	





1.  Man’s sinfulness:


The more we are obliged to obey, honor, or love someone, the greater the crime is of disobeying, disrespecting, or hating him.  God is infinitely lovely, great, and glorious; His authority over us is infinite and we are absolutely, always dependent upon Him.


	So sin against God is a crime infinitely atrocious and deserving of infinite punishment.





Just look at yourself:  God sends the sun to shine on you, yet you use its light to serve your own sin and Satan’s schemes.  God puts breath and food and drink in you, only for you to spend your strength from them in opposing God and doing it your own way.





You get what you deserve.  If God should eternally reject or even destroy you, wouldn’t this just be exactly what you’ve lived for?  Eye for an eye?  Tooth for a tooth?  You reap what you sow. 





I.  God eternally casting you off  is surely no worse than you rejecting God





You haven’t loved God’s glory, but you’ve loved your sins which dishonor God’s name—why should God concern himself with your welfare?


You have ignored God—why should he be attentive to your eternity?  Should God save you because you can cry when you’re in danger, when you’ve never shed a tear for God’s honor?


Why should God mercifully save you when you’ve been so ungrateful for the mercies He’s already given you?  Should he waste more precious mercies on ungrateful people?


How often have you refused to follow God’s call —why should He listen to your call to Him?  God calls you because He loves you—when you call on Him, is it not merely because you love yourself?  


Don’t you encourage yourself to sin against God on the very basis that God will show you mercy if you seek it after you finish sinning?  Is He bound to forgive at our whim, in our time, when we’re good and well finished our sins… for the time being, at least? 





II.  God casting you off is no worse  than the way you treat other people





1) You’ve opposed the salvation of other people—because they were too undeserving.  You expect God to blot out and wipe away all your faults, but if He shows mercy to others, or expects you to forgive, you object and rake up all their old faults that you can think of, mounting piles of reasons for Him not to show mercy to them.





You’ve promoted the destruction of many people.  


How?  By setting a bad example, or simply being so trivial that eternal things seem like an eternity away and unimportant, by letting people sin without a loving rebuke, by letting people suffer without a loving act of kindness.  You neglect to teach the ways of the Lord to your children or others under your example, you teach them by example to so love the world that they despise of the Lord.  You care for people’s bodies and external appearance and neglect the eternal soul.





IV.  God rejecting you eternally is no worse than your own treatment of yourself





You’ve been so careless of your own salvation, hardly ever preparing for your eternity.  And do you still expect God to do great and mighty and merciful things for your eternal good?


You’ve not only neglected your soul, but willfully taken direct paths to destroy yourself





God could justly deny mercy to any sinner.  He always rightly pays us our wages—death is the proper payment for sin.  If God gives mercy to some, that does not prove that he is bound to bestow it on any.  If He is bound to show mercy to none, then why must He show it to you?





Does not God have the right to give grace to whom He pleases, just as a man has to his own money?  


If you give a gift to your neighbor, do all the rest of your neighbors knock on your door demanding that you owe them just as much as you gave the other man?  
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